
E U R O P E A N  B U S I N E S S  C H A M B E R  
 T R I N I D A D  A N D  T O B A G O   

ISSUE 3 2023

Membership News

C O N T E N T S

EBO Brussels Meeting 

EU-CELAC Summit

Hazardous Chemicals   

 in Carnival costumes

Page 1 

Trade Support

Advocacy updates

Climate  Action 



Page 2

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

The European Business Organisation (EBO) Worldwide Network
Meeting, Brussels, June 2023




 

 

The EBO Worldwide Network gathered in Brussels over a three-day period from Monday 19th June to
Wednesday 21st June to meet with key representatives of several EU Institutions. Forty (40) of the 50
European Business organizations were present. EBOs were updated on priority areas for the EU, that will
impact trade and investment.  EBOs also had the opportunity to: i. report on actions taken for the network
over the last 6 months; ii. share best practices and iii. have the Annual General Assembly and elect a new
Board. 

Some of the key presenters from the EU during the three days were:
1. Barbara Bonavista, Head of Unit, International Value Chains, DG Grow who presented on the key
priorities for the EU;
2. Felix Fernandes- Shaw, DG INTPA (Director for Latin America, the Caribbean) who spoke of Global
Gateway and some of the plans for Latin America and the Caribbean;
3. Luisa Santos, Director Deputy General, Business Europe who gave a summary of important new
legislation affecting European businesses;
4. Representatives of the firm TiEG who presented on the EBO Network Capability Mapping & Eu Company
Definition Project;
5. Erik Jonnaert, Chairman, Fipra (Globalpublicaffairs) who presented on areas for special attention;
6. Denis Redonnet, Deputy Director General and Chief Trade Enforcement Officer, DG Trade, European
Commission; among others.
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Raw materials and green technologies, transitioning products like hydrogen. There is already legislation:
Critical Raw Materials Act and the Next industry Act to facilitate new investment;
The Raw Material Act recognises the importance of diversification and the need for new partnership
with likeminded countries. Argentina, Brazil and Chile due to their lithium resources will receive a new
focus for partnerships in this sector;
The Next Industry will promote increasing manufacturing capacity in the EU  40% of annual needs and
diversification.

Carbon Border Adjustment Measures
AI Act, the world’s first comprehensive AI law
European Union (EU) deforestation-free regulation (EUDR).  The European supply chains of cocoa,
coffee, soy, wood, palm oil, rubber, and cattle are affected and need to prepare for closer due
diligence
Directive on corporate sustainability due diligence
There is also a  proposal for a regulation to prohibit products made using forced labour, including child
labour, on the internal market of European Union (EU). 

Key Priorities for the EU, given the need to address economic security and reduce its dependencies
on Russia and China, include:

 

 According to Business Europe, introduction of new regulations has been stepped up and Business Europe is
is working hard to ensure the feasibility of regulations for business and that secondly, new regulations do not
hamper competitiveness.  Key new legislation that will affect trade, investment and partnerships with Europe
include:

Business Europe also indicated that the European Commission is trying to finalize trade agreements: EU and
Chile and EU and Mexico agreements are concluded and must now be ratified. Mercosur is the biggest and
is concluded and must be signed and ratified. Australia is to be reviewed and renewed.

Increasing tension in Asia Pacific and war in Continent is increasing risk for the EU and this could mean: 
outbound investment screening tools, more export controls at EU borders to ensure goods are not used for
military purposes and getting closer to the US as they are key for security and defense. Page 3
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Santos, Director
Deputy General,
Business Europe

Business Europe

t‘’Economic Security will be the New EU Buzz Word’.’
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TIEG has produced an EBO Organisations compendium which provides a comprehensive list of all
existing European Business Organizations (EBOs).  Each EBO profile includes essential information
about their main activities and the services offered to their members.

The team also spoke about: the Global Gateway Business Advisory Group.  This is a special group
to be set up and comprised of top private sector individuals to advise INTPA on Global Gateway

Several business forums and EU missions are planned globally.  It has been noted that Guyana has
been highlighted for an EU – Business Forum to take place in October.

Presentation by Joel Fernandes, TiEG and team

DG -International Partnerships (INTPA) has contracted Transport & Infrastructure Expertise Group
(TIEG) to assist INTPA with engagement with the private sector for the role out of Global Gateway. 
 TieG is a Transport & Infrastructure Expertise Group (TIEG) and registered European Economic
Interest Grouping (EEIG) of consultancy firms.  

. 

4. EU Investment Mappings The idea of the mapping is to identify EU business presence, impact and
barriers in selected countries. This helps EU Delegations, HQ and Member States to support:
•  programming as it identifies the priorities or the actions with the highest impact.
• The agenda of a business forum or Public-Private dialogues.
• The creation or reinforcement of European Business Organisations / Chambers.
• The advice to EU firms on investment opportunities and potential partners.
• The negotiation of trade & investment agreements. Deliverables:  
·A database of EU Companies /all investment in the country
·A report with 28 factsheet (EU plus 27 MS)
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Mobilise investments between EU and LAC companies.
Promote ESG
Promote cooperation in Research.
Develop hard and soft skills
Capacity building.

Meeting with Felix Fernandez -Shaw, DG INTPA
Two high level speakers were arranged to meet specifically with the EBOs of the Americas region: Felix
Fernandes- Shaw, DG INTPA and Gerardo Herrera, DG Grow Félix Fernández-Shaw is the Director for
Latin America, the Caribbean and relations with all Overseas Countries and Territories at the European
Commission’s Directorate-General for International Partnerships (DG INTPA) since October 2022. He
was previously Director for Sustainable Development Policy and Coordination (April 2018-October
2022). Gerardo Herrera works as Policy Officer at the Energy Intensive Industries and Raw Materials
unit at DG GROW. He is a Seconded National Expert from the Geological Survey of Spain where he has
been working as a research scientist in Earth Observation applications for Geosciences.

Some of topics discussed were: Issues of policy and coordination of procedures for Global Gateway.
For example, no direct financing of companies. Challenge to coordinate finance, technical, policy; in a
coordinated way. Five areas of cooperation identificed:

On Raw materials: the Raw Material Act was launched to secure technologies for clean transition as
there are enough given green objectives and therefore, there is a need to develop strategic
partnerships with likeminded countries. Team from extraction, production, marketing etc. visited Latin
American countries. LAC wants industrial investment – production not extraction. MOUs signed with:
Chile, Argentina, Brazil. 7 Country Fiches have been done on where targeted raw materials are
identified.  Will launch a second set of research of a regional nature/ promoting geological research.
Raw Material definition: No fossil fuels, no agricultural raw materials. No natural rubber 
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EBO Americas Regional Meeting 

From left to right: Carolina Perez, Eurochile (EBO Chile); Jim Stoopman, Internation Aid/ Cooperation
Officer; Géraldine Smeets, Eurocamara (EBO Argentina); Llse Couge, EU-LAC; Gerardo Herrera, DG Grow
(Policy Officer at the Energy Intensive Industries and Raw Materials); Marie Louise Norton, EUROCHAMTT
(EBO Trinidad and Tobago and regional coordinator); Felix Fernandes- Shaw, DG INTPA(Director for Latin

America, the Caribbean); Cathy Murphy, EUCCAN (EBO Canada); Jean Marco Pou, EuroChamber of
Commerce of the Dominican Republic (EBO Dominican Republic); Renato Pacheco, Eurocamaras-CAE,

(EBO Brazil); Martin Ellegaard Hansen, Programme Assistant Guyana, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago.
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Meeting with FIPRA

 
FIPRA is an Independent European public affairs consultancy based in Brussels with a reach spanning more
than 50 countries worldwide. FIPRA Advises businesses and organisations on how to navigate complex
policy landscapes and address regulatory challenges by creating a competitive advantage through policy
change and constructive dialogue with relevant stakeholders.  FIPRA has offices in London and Brussels: 47
team members, 4 partners, 5 account directors and 38 senior and special advisors.

Europe sets a lot of legislation to support competition within industry and it often sets the world standards
for the topics like Sustainability, Digitalisation.  The following is an overview for the attention of EBOs.

THEME 1 – Changing Geopolitics
·Changing Geopolitics 
o  US-China relations
o  EU-China relations
o  US-EU relations
·Multipolar, multi-conceptual: 
o  Is this the end of rules based, open
multilateral economy??
o  Dysfunctional WTO
o  Politicized Trade Policy
o  Subsidy Race
o  Reshoring or friend shoring supply
chain
o  EU and US Policy imperialism
·Strained institutions and alliances
·Shifting economics
·Rising populism and nationalisms
·Climate change as a threat &
opportunity 
·Increasing technological competition.




THEME 2 – Sustainability 
Sustainability is at the core buts it’s also
about People, Planet and Profit 
Upcoming:
·COP 28 Dubai
·COP 17 Biodiversity, Turkey
·World Ocean Summit & UN Treaty on
Plastic Pollution 2023
·Green Deal versus IRA versus Net Zero
·Critical Raw Materials Club & Minerals
Security Partnership
·Opportunities for Global Cooperation
Possible legislation on
Perfluoroalkylated substances (PFAS) 




THEME 3: Digital Transition 
Legislation:
·GDPR
·Digital Markets Act 
·Data Act
·Digital Services Act 
·artificial Intelligence Act
·EU Cybersecurity Act
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Declaration of the EU, Latin America and the Caribbean Summit 2023 
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The EU-CELAC Meeting, a bi-regional Summit between the Foreign Ministers of the 27
EU members states and the 33 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, took place
in Brussels from the 17 -18 July 2023. At the summit, EU and CELAC leaders committed to
renewing their long-standing partnership, which is founded on shared values and
interests and strong economic, social and cultural ties.

Apart from the political agenda, the first Business Roundtable took place. The EU-LAC
Business Round Table brought together political leaders, business CEOs, heads of
development financing institutions, and industry associations to review the key strands of
the Global Gateway Investment Agenda. Participants explored opportunities for
investments in, amongst others, renewable energy and green hydrogen, critical raw
materials, decarbonisation, and transport infrastructure projects, 5G and last-kilometre
connectivity, digitalisation for public services, and sustainable finance and green bonds.
The Round Tables also featured a close look into barriers to investments and regulatory
frameworks, as well as a cross-sector view from the lens of education and skills, job
creation, value chains, social impact and inequalities, and vocational training.

At the opening ceremony of the Business Roundtable, President of the European
Commission Ursula van der Leyen addressed business leaders: ''Latin America, the
Caribbean and Europe need each other more than ever before. The world we live in is
more competitive, more conflictual than ever before. Still reeling from the heavy toll of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the world is taking a hard impact from the Russian aggression
against Ukraine. And this happens against the backdrop of China's growing assertiveness
abroad. So what does it mean for our two continents, and especially for our businesses?
It means that we need to make our economies more resilient to external shocks and that
we have to fight inequalities and poverty in our societies. It means that we need partners
we can trust. We want to engage with investors and trade with countries who share
common principles and common values, and who prove reliable in the short term but also
in the long term.''

At the end of the summit the leaders adopted a declaration and agreed to hold summits
every two years.  The Declaration was endorsed by all countries, with one exception
(Nigaragua) due to its disagreement with one paragraph.



Brief: This article sheds light on the alarming presence of hazardous chemicals in beads and plastic materials
commonly used in carnival costumes. Explore the potential health and environmental risks associated with
these materials and the need for safer alternatives.

The enchanting allure of carnival costumes often transports us to a world of vibrant colors, intricate designs,
and boundless imagination. Yet, beneath this magical facade lies an alarming reality - the pervasive
presence of hazardous chemicals in the very materials that make these costumes come to life. Beads and
plastic elements, while enhancing the visual appeal of costumes, may also pose significant threats to both
human health and the environment.

Recent investigations have revealed that many carnival costume beads and plastic components contain toxic
substances like phthalates, lead, and flame retardants. These chemicals serve various purposes, from
increasing flexibility to imparting flame resistance, but their potential health and environmental risks are
deeply concerning.

In a study by the Ecology Center, 56 beaded necklaces (commonly known as Mardi Gras beads) collected
from celebrations in New Orleans and Florida parades were tested. Shockingly, the findings mirrored those
from a 2013 study, showing not only the presence of bits of electronic waste (e-waste) but also high levels of
toxic chemicals. Bromine and antimony were detected in substantial amounts, suggesting the prevalence of
flame retardants. Lead, a known neurotoxin, was found in one-third of the samples, exceeding allowable
limits. Additionally, the study uncovered triaryl phosphate chemicals, used as flame retardants or plasticizers,
in a subset of necklaces.

As awareness of these risks grows, there is a pressing need for the development and adoption of safer
alternatives. Biodegradable plastics, natural fibers, and non-toxic dyes are some potential options that can
retain the beauty and allure of carnival costumes without compromising our well-being or the planet's health.

In conclusion, while carnival costumes have long symbolized joy and celebration, it's crucial to recognize the
hidden dangers that can lie within their materials. As we revel in the festivities, let's also advocate for safer
alternatives that preserve the magic of these costumes while safeguarding both our health and the
environment for generations to come.
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Unveiling Hazardous Chemicals in Carnival Costume Beads and
Plastics




For more details on this article, please contact
Danii Mcletchie, Founder, CARNICYLE,
email: danii.k.mcletchie@gmail.com; 
telephone:  868-265-7501



Trade Support

Support to the CARIFORUM -EU Economic Partnership Agreement
(EPA ) : regional sector studies and webinar series
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Improve awareness of specific trade and investment opportunities for EU companies in the
CARIFORUM states, EPA supporting provisions for market access as well as the requirements for
market access.
Strengthen advocacy to support the ease of doing business and transparency consistent with a
number of provisions of the EPA.
Contribute to improving preference utilization rates by EU exporters (relatively low or data not
available for the region).

This project is intended to facilitate further investments,  stimulate the promotion and development of
commercial exchanges and partnerships between the EU and the region, as well as within the region
(between the CARIFORUM states) and strengthen the advocacy throughout the region for the full
implementation of the CARIFORUM - EU EPA including creating greater ownership and establishing
leadership from the private sector to fully benefit and to unlock the economic potential under the
agreement.

The overall objective of this project is to contribute to a more strategic EU business presence in the
region (trade flows/regional value chains/investments) and a greater regional coordination, in line with
the regional dimension of the CARIFORUM – EU EPA. It would also aim to build awareness about the
economic opportunities under the EPA to take full advantage of this Agreement and to give incentives,
particularly post-Brexit, to creating business networks in otherwise fragmented markets comprised
mostly of SIDS .

The specific objectives are yo:   



Renewable Energy: Webinar took place 9 February 2023

9 sectoral studies in the context of opportunities for EU businesses under the CARIFORUM-EU EPA, are being
conducted.  These are:

1.
    2. Sustainable Tourism: Webinar took place 30 March 2023
    3. Agriculture:  Webinar took place 20 July 2023
    4. Agro-processing: Webinar took place 20 July 2023
    5. Fisheries: Webinar took place 20 July 2023
    6. Infrastructure and Utilities:  Webinar scheduled for 20 October 2023
    7. Maritime, Ports and Logistics: Webinar scheduled for 28 November 2023
    8. ICT: Webinar scheduled for 8 January 2023
    9. Cross-Cutting Paper: Webinar scheduled for 7 December 2023

The Caribbean region has strong and longstanding political and economic ties with the European Union (EU)
and the region together with Latin America are being seen more than ever as important strategic partners to
the EU.  There are a few large European companies established in the Caribbean (mainly active in sectors
such as energy, maritime services, port logistics, tourism, beverages and fuel distribution) and a number of
SMEs/natural persons of European nationality doing business.  Furthermore, many large European brands in
the transport, manufacturing, construction and agricultural machinery, equipment and tool supply and service
are represented in the region and are the source for commercial and industrial business opportunities as well
as training and technical expertise.

Trade Support

Support to the CARIFORUM -EU Economic Partnership Agreement
(EPA ) : regional sector studies and webinar series
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Further amendments after 2020 amendments were proposed by the Minister of Finance to the
Procurement Act. The amendment proposed would allow for the procurement of goods and services up
to a threshold of one million dollars to be exempt from the procurement requirements under the Act.
Such procurement would be done with simpler procedures.

The Minister of Finance sited the Agreement on Government Procurement of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and the procurement legislation of other countries such as Australia and
the EU for references on exemption thresholds.

See WTO Agreeement:
https://www.trade.gov/trade-guide-wto-
gpa#:~:text=The%20Agreement%20on%20Government%20Procurement%20of%20the%20Worl
d,among%20the%20WTO%20members%20that%20have%20signed%20it

After a first and second reading of the bill then Committee Stage followed by a third reading in
both the lower house and Senate, the Senate amendment, was approved and the bill was
assented to on 26 July 2023.

The amendment provides for the procurement of goods and services up to a threshold of one
million dollars to be exempt from the procurement requirements under the Act. Such
procurement would be done with more simple procedures but still subject to the agreement of
the OPR to the exemption.

Advocacy  - update

The Public Procurement and Disposal of Public Property
(Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2023
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Wine

Page 13

Advocacy -Update

Registration with OPR







Please share your stories with us. 
You may send in your areas of interest to

info@eurochamtt.org 
We look forward to hearing from you.

We Welcome your Contribution.


